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the ones to thwart His intentions? Of course not! They will realize
how laughable these considerations really are. And they, like their
forefathers in Egypt, who faced down the decree of the Egyptians
in closing mikvahs, will fulfill the blessing in the Torah, concerning
the Jews in Egypt (Shmos 1:7): “And the children of Israel were
fruitful, and increased abundantly and multiplied, and waxed
exceedingly mighty; and the land was filled with them.”

HOW TO CHOOSE THE PATH OF LIFE

This, then, is the lesson from this year’s placing of the 24th of
Teves in the calendar:

The plague of Blood only affected the Egyptians; the Jews had
water, even if they drank from the same cup as an Egyptian. This
means that we, as a “wise and understanding nation,” should know
what path to choose, namely the path of life. The Egyptians hoped
to stem the rise in the Jewish population by closing down the
mikvahs; we must do the opposite — bring more and more souls to
the world. [Of course if there is a question of danger of life, a
competent Rabbi must be consulted and he will decide if spacing
is indeed necessary. If he does so decide, then it becomes a
directive of the Torah — the path of life. But in the absence of a
competent Rabbi’s ruling, no one else, least of which the couple
themselves who are far from a disinterested party, can decide that
spacing is necessary.) The lesson that we must learn is also with
regard to having a beautiful mikveh, both spiritually and materially.
The physical beauty of the mikveh — the entire building, including
the entrance — is also important, since we are told to fulfill all
mitzvos in an enhanced manner.

THE MIVTZOIM

One mitzvah leads to another. It is appropriate now to mention all
the mitzvah campaigns beginning with the mitzvah of Ahavas
Yisrael, then Education, Torah, Tefillin, Mezuzah, Tzedakah, Holy
Books, Kosher food, Shabbos and Yom Tov candles and of course
the campaign that we’ve just discussed, Family Purity.

v

64



FARBRENGEN WITH THE REBBE

swift indeed for those who dared to interfere with the birth of
Jewish children.

LEAVE THE FAMILY PLANNING TO G-D

This underscores an important lesson for us today. G-d, in whose
hands the miracle of childbearing lies, should be the one to decide
when a child should be born. G-d is essentially good, and whatever
He does, is calculated to be of the utmost good. A child is born at
the best time for the mother, the father, and indeed for the child
him/herself. It is not for us to presume to comprehend the workings
of the A-mighty. Of course, although the power to grant children is
G-d’s alone, He has given us the ability to interfere with it
somewhat. But at the same time, G-d tells us: “Choose life!” — | have
given you the choice, but | expect you to choose the correct
course! In G-d’s words in Bereishis (1:28): “Be fruitful and multiply,
fill the earth (oretz) and subdue it” — any earthly considerations
must be subdued. You might think that it is not financially feasible
to be fruitful and multiply or that it might cause too much strain, or
excessive pain in pregnancy. All this, you might argue, will disturb
your tranquillity and disturb your study of Torah and performance
of mitzvos. Worse still, you might argue that to be fruitful and
multiply will prevent the deriving of maximum benefit from this
world! All these earthly, physical considerations must be subdued
at all costs, for they are simply false.

THE MORE CHILDREN - THE MORE WEALTH

Those who argue for spacing children have forgotten that, in the
words of our Sages: “The blessing of G-d causes wealth,” and the
greater the vessel for that blessing, the greater is the blessing itself.
And in proportion to the necessity, not only does G-d make up all
the shortcomings, but G-d’s blessings causes wealth — the more
sons and daughters that are born, the better the prospects for
bringing them up in a prosperous way. As long as there are vessels,
as in the story of Elisha in Kings Il ch. 4, the oil miraculously
continues to flow from the small source. As soon as there are no
more vessels, the flow ceases. Similarly with children, the more
children are born, the more “vessels” there are to receive the
blessings of G-d.

When a man and a woman contemplate that G-d disregards all
considerations that are influenced by worldly attitudes, will they be
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LESSONS FROM THE DAY

It is well known that the Baal Shem Tov stated that we must derive
a lesson in our Divine service from all that we see and hear. This
includes the way a particular day is fixed in the Jewish calendar.
The 24th of Teves can fall on different days of the week, and each
has its own special lesson. This year, the 24th of Teves falls on a
Wednesday, when we learn the fourth portion of the Sedra of
Va’eira. Of course, though the 24th of Teves doesn’t always fall on
a Wednesday, the lesson that we will learn is pertinent to all
subsequent years. For example, although we commemorate the
exodus from Egypt on Pesach, nevertheless the lessons we learn
are carried through to the entire year, to the extent that we are told
to mention the exodus twice a day.

Today’s Torah portion relates that Moshe Rabbeinu and Aharon
called upon Pharaoh to release the Jewish People. Upon his refusal
he was smitten with the first two plagues, Blood and Frogs.

Let us delve further into the Torah itself, for the meaning of the
first plague, Blood. The Midrash tells us that the plague was
“measure for measure.” The Egyptians, fearful that the Jewish
population would mushroom, took various measures to stem the
high birth rate. They decided to close all mikvahs, thereby
preventing the Jewish women from immersing in a mikveh in order
to emerge from impurity. In retaliation for this, G-d smote all the
water in the Land of Egypt and turned it to blood. Retribution was
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And God promises: “Not one Jew will be left behind” - you will
succeed completely in the Rebbe’s mission. You will bring along
“All the souls you brought closer to God” - both Torah scholar and
layman, from the spiritual ‘heads’ down to the ‘water-carriers,” both
Tzaddik and Baal Teshuva.

And then, “A great congregation will return there” - not a single
Jew will remain in his state of exile of a moment earlier, for he will

greet our righteous Moshiach, “With eternal joy upon their heads.”

L’chaim.
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specific space and time. Yet Teshuva has an eternal effect - not
only for one’s future, but one’s very history is also transformed into
merit. So when the Heavenly Court makes an accounting of his life
and analyzes a certain day of a certain year, many years before he
did Teshuva, the Torah of Truth tells us that those deeds
specifically will be recorded as merits! As stated, this ability is not
reserved only for a select few, rather “he showed us his paths” for
us to follow.

This is a Torah-directive for every Jew, and it is also a promise:
God promises: “Not one Jew will be left behind” - and “The
righteous emulate their Creator” in this regard as well.

As the saying goes amongst Chasidim: “Anyone who even once
grasped onto a Chasidic doorknob will never be forsaken,” or “One
who even once ate Chassidic bread will never be forsaken.”

Meaning - if he was even once nourished by a righteous Tzaddik,
a Tzaddik who emulates his Creator, it is guaranteed that “he will
not be left behind.” The exchange with the Tzaddik will penetrate
him, and affect him, in a joyous, happy way. And the effect will be
‘eternal’ - also transforming the past.

What does this mean? Each person knows where he needs to
improve. In addition, when one influences someone else to
transform their past, as well - he then has a worthy, “mighty
demand,” in the words of the Talmud, that God should, in turn,
transform his own past as well.

This is a personal directive for every Jew in his Divine service:

The Midrash speaks about “the lost sheep wandering in the
desert” - a person in a life-threatening situation, in need of
protection from shocking dangers. He does not need extra
stringencies in Jewish observance, nor exceptional diligence in
Torah study... He needs you to give him the very basics, beginning
with plain and simple Teshuva for his past.

Then there is the other lesson from the Alter Rebbe’s example -
“He who taught us his ways and we follow in his paths.” He paved
the way to reach out to observant Jews as well - and as a Chassid
you surely consider yourself observant. Especially one who has
merited to be a disciple and follower of my father-in-law, the
Rebbe, the Alter Rebbe’s successor. You must also do Teshuva -
on the level of a Tzaddik.
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only with the quality of the Tzaddik, not with the higher quality of
the Baal Teshuva?

- Why does it bother him that right now, this half-hour, he doesn’t
have that title? Because it has a bearing on his success with others.

Clearly, someone who has “light after the darkness” and “wisdom
after foolishness” will find it easier to illuminate the extreme
darkness of exile, because he had the experience - he has the extra
light “after darkness.”

To him we answer:

Even a “Tzaddik” is a “Baal Teshuva”! On the one hand, even
someone coming from ‘the midst of the land’ - from the most
depraved situation, from “Egypt” - even to him we say that his
mission in this generation - the generation when God will end the
darkness - is to bring an end to the heavy darkness of exile; to bring
the Redemption - which is brought about through Teshuva, as
Maimonides rules in his code of Jewish law: “Torah promises that
at the end of the exile, the Jewish People will do Teshuva...” - not
‘they will study Torah or fulfill Mitzvos,” but they ‘will do Teshuva’ -
“..and immediately they will be redeemed.” This is said as a
promise.

So we explain to this person that he has both qualities: Where the
quality of Teshuva is necessary, he has the quality of Teshuva - to
the extent that he “owns” the Teshuva, complete Teshuva. And he
also has the qualities of the Tzaddik, who serves God consistently.

When influencing another person, it is more effective to show a
consistent example, than to show him how to “leap” instantly to
great heights, for the other person might then respond: “In that
case, what’s the rush? | can always take the ‘leap’ of Teshuva later!
Meanwhile, I'll continue living as | always have, and I'll do Teshuva
later - after all, Teshuva only takes one second!”

TRANSFORMING THE PAST

And Torah says that Teshuva is “eternal.” This is the power that
only the Baal Teshuva has.A person can control the present; he
certainly can control the future, but what is in the past is beyond
repair. There is one exception, however: Teshuva.

Teshuva totally uproots the past and transforms the intentional
sins of the past into merits! These deeds were performed in a
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passing the rung of “complete Tzaddik” along the way, and at that
moment the betrothal takes effect.

True, in the end he became even higher, “a complete Baal
Teshuva,” - but that cannot “annul” the betrothal that took effect
at the moment he stood on the level of “complete Tzaddik.”

WHY BAALEI TESHUVA ARE THE ULTIMATE

Now we can understand why it is said that the Alter Rebbe’s main
focus in life was the “Baal Teshuva.”

True, he expended considerable time and effort for Torah
scholars and Tzaddikim.

But the Alter Rebbe himself explains that the real definition of
“Teshuva” is the constant journey of every soul back to its Divine
source.

The only difference is that “light is greater after darkness, and
wisdom is greater after foolishness.”

- In the soul’s journey back to its source, in the journey of
“Teshuva,” there is the path of the Tzaddik who never sinned along
the way, who always fulfilled Torah and Mitzvos and is consistently
“returning” to his source; but the Tzaddik’s Teshuva pales in
comparison to the Teshuva of the Jew who is “outside” - and the
Alter Rebbe’s primary work was for that Jew! True, “Moshiach will
come to bring the Tzaddik to Teshuva” - but as we just explained
by the laws of betrothal, when someone “outside” is elevated to
the lofty level of Baal Teshuva, - in the words of the Alter Rebbe in
Likkutei Torah, Parshas Balak, when he “owns” his Teshuva - he also
passes the level of “complete Tzaddik” in the process, and
immediately thereafter he becomes a “complete Baal Teshuva.”

THE QUALITY OF BAAL TESHUVA IN A SHLIACH

The bottom line:

When a Jew comes along and he hears, and chooses, and goes
out on the mission of my father-in-law, the Rebbe to disseminate
Chassidism and Judaism to the outside and we say that “An
emissary becomes like his sender,” one might ask:

Where does the Shliach have the advantage of the Baal Teshuva?
If he is an emissary of the Rebbe, then he goes out on his mission
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at that exact moment he had sincere thoughts of Teshuva, and
therefore the betrothal is valid - just in case.

And if he did actually contemplate Teshuva - only he himself
knows the truth, but every Jew is given the benefit of the doubt -
then it is clear from the Talmud’s discussion that she is certainly
betrothed.

Comes the well-known question: Elsewhere the law is that if a
man betroths a woman on condition that he is poor, and later it is
learned that he is rich, then the betrothal is invalid.

Why? If she agreed to marry him as a poor man, wouldn’t she
definitely agree to marry him as a rich man? But each lifestyle has
its pros and cons.

So the question then becomes: The same law of physical wealth
and poverty should also apply to spiritual wealth and poverty?
When the wicked man betroths a woman on condition that he’s a
perfect Tzaddik - if at that moment he has sincere stirrings of
Teshuva, he does not become a “complete Tzaddik,” but rather a
“complete Baal Teshuva” - and according to Maimonides’ ruling a
Baal Teshuva is spiritually “wealthy” compared to a Tzaddik, and
“In the place of the Baal Teshuva even the perfect Tzaddik cannot
stand!” So the betrothal should be invalid, because the man is
“wealthy” instead of “poor”?

One of the explanations given:

Teshuva is generally not a step-by-step process, but rather a
guantum leap. “In a single instant, he is transformed from one
extreme to the other.” But he still passes through all the levels,
though at an accelerated pace.

Usually there is first “Teshuva out of awe,” then “Teshuva out of
love,” and then “complete Teshuva.” But for the complete Baal
Teshuva, it is all experienced simultaneously. Therefore, the Talmud
rules that even though he became a complete Baal Teshuva - a
“wealthy” man, nevertheless, on his ascent from being “wicked” to
“complete Baal Teshuva” - as he leapt upwards - he passed
through the level of “complete Tzaddik.”

There is a whole order of spiritual levels. Usually, ascending all
these levels is a progression that takes much time. Through
complete Teshuva, however, one goes instantly to the top, rapidly
climbing all the rungs all the way up to “complete Baal Teshuva” -
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when there are so many famous stories of his work with Torah
scholars and other Tzaddikim? There are lengthy stories related by
the Rebbes of Chabad, and in great detail, how the Alter Rebbe
endeavored and labored for Tzaddikim, for Torah scholars - not
only for the layman or for the Baal Teshuva?

TESHUVA IS FOR EVERYONE

But the answer is already explained by the Alter Rebbe himself in
his maamarim on the concept of Teshuva, especially in Likutei
Torah Parshas Ha’azinu, that the soul is unified with God “like a fire
within the flint-stone,” to the point that the spark is not even visible.

Unlike the Heavens, which are “like a spark within a burning coal,”
the soul is like the fire that is utterly one with the flint-stone. The
soul is “a literal part of God above” - it exists within that Jew whom
you influence and it arouses him to Teshuva.

“Teshuva” is often translated as “repentance” from sin. But
“Teshuva” really means “the return of the soul to its Divine source
in God, Who gave it.” Teshuva is fully relevant to a Tzaddik, as well.

The emphasis is “the soul’s return to God, Who gave it” - as we
recite daily in the morning blessings: “You created it, You formed
it, You breathed it into me.” But before that, we say: “The soul
which You have given me” - ‘given’ not merely like a spark inside a
coal, but, as the Alter Rebbe elucidates, like the fire within the flint-
stone.

This ‘return’ results from disseminating Chassidism, which is
connected with disseminating Judaism in general, which will
ultimately bring Moshiach. And the Alter Rebbe concludes Likkutei
Torah by quoting the Zohar: “Moshiach will bring Tzaddikim to
Teshuva.”

TESHUVA IN HALACHA

We’ve discussed in the past, that this is reflected even in Jewish
law:

The Talmud in Tractate Kiddushin rules that if a man betroths a
woman “on condition that | am a complete Tzaddik,” then even if
he is wicked - even if he is “completely wicked” - it is possible that
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The results of these efforts are eternal, as he continues in his
epistle, that our efforts have lasting results, not merely temporary
ones, but the person sees the rewards of his work presently - he
sees such success in spreading Judaism and especially in spreading
the wellsprings of Chassidism, that it affects the most mundane
levels of the world; the Jew whom he influences studies Torah and
fulfills Mitzvos forevermore - an everlasting effect - despite having
had to be elevated from “the midst of the land,” from the lowest
spiritual levels.

FOCUSING ON BAALEI TESHUVA

There is an additional lesson in this, and it may also explain the
great effort and toil of my father-in-law, the Rebbe, to translate
both nigla and chasiddus into many languages, in order to reach
Jews who would otherwise have no access to them.

There are Jews who, as of yet, do not even desire to learn the
language in which the Written Torah was written, or in which the
Talmudic Sages spoke, or the language of the Baal Shem Tov -
who, the Alter Rebbe writes, would expound his teachings in
Yiddish. Similarly, the Rebbes who succeeded him, from the
Maggid of Mezeritch, the Alter Rebbe, and on, including my father-
in-law, the Rebbe - they all spoke in Yiddish.

Although these Jews have no desire yet to learn these languages
in order to become closer and study the teachings as they were
originally said, nevertheless, these Torah teachings have now been
translated and brought to them.

This was done especially in this generation, by the Rebbe. He
recognized the needs of the generation and the methods necessary
in order to reach this generation, and therefore he translated Torah
into many languages. He began to do this, and he instructed us to
continue doing so in every country in their own language.

He exerted effort for such Jews - and especially for such Jews.

The Midrash relates that Moshe was a shepherd, and his main
efforts were for the “stray sheep” which ran away from the flock
into the desert. Moshe followed it there and carried it back in his
hands, as the story is told at length in Midrash Rabba.

Yet it still begs explanation: How can we say that the Alter
Rebbe’s primary focus was the Jew who needed to return to God,
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greater than a decree of the Heavenly Court - “and the righteous
person can annul His decree!” In fact, the Tzaddik is so powerful -
“decree and it will be fulfilled” - such that the Tzaddik decrees and
God fulfills it.

The Talmud in Bava Metzia explains at length that this power
comes as a result of teaching Torah to ignorant Jews. The Talmud
states three general levels: One who teaches Torah to his own son,
to his friend’s son, or to the son of the ignorant Jew. It is the same
here: There is the one who teaches his own son, or his “friend’s” son
- a “friend” meaning someone on the same level of observance as
himself. And then there is the Tzaddik, who teaches the son of the

ignorant Jew - “in the midst of the land.”

About such a righteous person Torah says: “The Tzaddik decrees
and God fulfills” - higher even than the Tzaddik who can annul
God’s decree.

This is the meaning of “My decrees are in the earth below” - it
also means that God gives over His “power to decree” to the
Tzaddik on earth below.

In the words of the Sages:

“The Tzaddik decrees and God fulfills” - God gave this power to
the Tzaddik below.

This is reflected even in Jewish law:
“Torah law cannot be resolved by Heaven.”

God Himself says that the Angels must descend to the Rabbinical
Court, and follow the Torah rulings of human beings.

True, it is this way only because God decided it to be so, but once
He decided that it be so, God Himself abides by it - “He tells His
words to Jacob, His statutes and ordinances to Israel.”

THE TZADDIK GIVES US STRENGTH

This is the instruction for our service, as well.

We must follow his example, and as the Alter Rebbe writes in his
epistle regarding the passing of the righteous: when a Tzaddik
shows us how to act, he also grants us the strength to walk in his
ways, and follow his teachings.
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These two methods parallel the two general types of Jews:

The scholar represents, for the most part, the path of the saintly
Tzaddik, who is always immersed in Torah and Mitzvos, while the
layman represents the path of the one who must “return” to God.
In this regard, we have a clear directive, a clear declaration, about
the Alter Rebbe’s primary toil and focus.

The Tzemach Tzedek once had a dream, which was later related
and printed by my father-in-law, the Rebbe: People were crossing
a bridge over a raging river, and as they walked, the bridge shook.
But when the Alter Rebbe crossed over, it stopped shaking.

The interpretation of the dream, which was also printed: It was
because the Alter Rebbe’s main life’s work and toil was to help
people return to God.

CONFIDENCE IN HAFOTZAS HAMAAYANOS

From this we can derive an explanation in the above-mentioned
mission to disseminate Judaism and Chassidism.

One need not fear to work “in the midst of the land.” You must
always know, - as Rashi writes in this week’s Torah portion - that
you have God’s decree with you, and everything is null before
God’s decree, including the opinions of the Heavenly Court whether
someone is worthy of taking part in this lofty mission of
disseminating Chassidus that will ultimately bring our righteous
Moshiach. This is a tremendous merit, and God grants tremendous
abilities to accomplish this mission, this great privilege.

Now, one is liable to get caught up in all kinds of self-doubt: “Who
am I?” “Am | really worthy of this merit?” This uncertainty, however,
is only valid from a human perspective. But when it is God’s decree,
“Who can tell God what to do?” The verse obviously has no need
to establish that a human cannot tell God what to do - we don’t
need a verse to tell us that.

But who, one might think, can tell God what to do - such that the
verse needs to tell us otherwise? The Heavenly Court.

- On some matters, the Heavenly Court may render an opinion,
while on other matters, they cannot.

But then there are numerous illustrations and incidents, and the
Talmud clearly states: “God Himself can make a decree” - much
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TYPES OF NESHAMOS

As mentioned earlier, the primary focus of the Alter Rebbe’s life
were “The souls he brought closer to God” In the Jewish nation
there are many types of souls, from the spiritual “heads” of the
nation to the simple “water-carriers.” Similarly, in the service of God
there are general distinctions: the Tzaddik and the Baal Teshuva, or
the Torah scholar and the layman.

There are many different categories of Jewish souls - each of
which is a G-dly soul, a literal piece of God above.

THE ALTER REBBE'S FOCUS

And in practice, if we may say that the Alter Rebbe had a “main”
focus, was it the spiritual heads of the nation, or the water-carriers;
was it the Torah scholar or the layman - those being the two
general categories into which all Jews fit-?

And more fundamentally, was his focus on the Tzaddik or the Baal
Teshuva?

Because in a broader sense, this connects to the Torah scholar
and the layman:

The Torah scholar is someone who is completely engrossed in
Torah and Mitzvos, who is surrounded by Judaism.

Then there is the role of the supporter of Torah, who is a
businessperson. This person must journey outside the confines of
the synagogue and the Torah study hall, as those are not places of
trade and business dealings.
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This, then, is the first conclusion one must reach - which justifies
our devoting so much time to this gathering, for it will serve to
infinitely increase our subsequent success, in our personal Torah
study and in our personal observance of Mitzvos, but mainly,
success in affecting others, which was the Alter Rebbe’s primary
interest and lifework.

When you are his emissary then he empowers you - and “the
emissary becomes like the sender” - and it “effects salvation in the
midst of the land”.

And this is the immediate preparation for the Redemption as the
Baal Shem Tov writes in his famous letter: when we “effect
salvation in the midst of the land” - which, in our generation, “the
Footsteps of Moshiach,” includes the obligation to reveal Torah’s
inner wisdom, especially after the Alter Rebbe’s liberation from
prison in S. Petersburg - and even more so after being instructed
and empowered by my father-in-law, the Rebbe, who stated that it
is the mission of our generation to bring the complete and true
Redemption through our righteous Moshiach, in the words of
Rambam, “They will be redeemed immediately”.

The Alter Rebbe himself writes concerning a Yahrzeit and surely
it applies to himself as well - that on the Yahrzeit of a righteous
Jewish leader “God’s infinite kindness is drawn down from the
loftiest heights until it “effects salvation in the midst of the land”.

Through first liberating yourself, and liberating your fellow Jews
through sharing with them Judaism and Torah, each individual
experiences personal redemption in his own life - and this brings
the collective final Redemption immediately and literally, because
it is achieved by the Jewish soul, which is a “literal part of God”.

All these activities join forces to bring an end to the exile, by
vanquishing the inner darkness within, and the darkness in the
world outside.

And “immediately they will be redeemed” - with the first stage of
the Redemption, followed by the true and complete Redemption -
a “complete Redemption” that lacks nothing, and is also complete
in every way, in complete perfection.

May it be very soon, “with our young and our old, with our sons
and our daughters.
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Yahrzeit of a righteous individual - in today’s instance, the Alter
Rebbe, author of the Tanya and Code of Jewish Law.

And he himself stresses in his letter that on a righteous Jewish
leader’s Yahrzeit we must reflect upon his lifework and in a way
that it “effects salvation in the midst of the land”.

So the clear directive is, based on Torah’s view that “Action is the
main thing”: first and foremost to identify what must be done in the
realm of action in order to “effect salvation in the midst of the land”.

- Not to be intimidated by the fact that we are “in the midst of
the land,” in the redoubled darkness of “The Footsteps of
Moshiach;” notwithstanding the lowly state of the site of “the fallen
Holy Temple,” as the Alter Rebbe writes in a letter - which his sons
subsequently appended to the Tanya after his passing, and it
became Part Four of the Tanya.

SPREADING YIDDISHKEIT

And we affect “the midst of the land” through God’s decrees
below - disregarding all intellectual arguments that Jews are “too
weak” or “too few”... Rather, we march forth to carry out the Alter
Rebbe’s mission to disseminate Judaism in general and the
wellsprings of Chassidism in particular.

This dissemination began in earnest after his liberation from
imprisonment - just as an olive reveals its essence only when it is
pressed, so too, the Alter Rebbe’s imprisonment was like the
squeezing of oil from the olive and it caused his essence to be
revealed.

Each person must contemplate how to proceed in his mission to
“spread the wellsprings to the outside,” which includes
disseminating Judaism, in general.

And a person should decree upon his most basic human capacity,
his capacity for action, to walk with one’s feet to fulfill one’s mission
- and more so, as the Mishna says, to “Run to fulfill a Mitzva,” a
running that expresses joy and happiness.

The Alter Rebbe explains this also in Tanya at length, that it is
well-known from the writings of Rabbi Isaac Luria, the Arizal, that
one must serve God “with joy and gladness of heart,” similar to his
wording here, “all of his toil during his life”.
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The Alter Rebbe inscribed his soul into his Tanya and into his
Code of Jewish Law, from the very first set of laws to be printed,
the Laws of Torah Study - which were the first to be published of
his Code of Jewish Law.

Nevertheless, the Alter Rebbe’s primary lifework were the Jews -
“the souls” which he brought closer to God.

BRINGING THIS INTO ACTION

So when the Alter Rebbe’s Yahrzeit comes around, when “All his
effort, in which he toiled during his lifetime” ascends wondrously,
even more so than last year, and it “effects salvation in the midst
of the land,” one must remember Torah’s ruling, which the Alter
Rebbe especially emphasized, that “Action is the main thing” - as
he discusses at length in many places in Tanya and in Igeres
Hakodesh, Chapter 20.

The Tzemach Tzedek, the Alter Rebbe’s grandson and successor,
writes that the Alter Rebbe penned this letter in the town of Pyena,
just days before his passing there, so this chapter is related to the
Alter Rebbe’s passing.

He emphasizes the infinite value and significance of action in this
physical world.

And physical action affects “the midst of the land”.

So when we’ve gathered together, and we’ve devoted time -
which is the most precious commodity, for time can never be
replaced... Loss of any physical property is a great loss for a person,
for the object contained a Divine spark that was connected with his
soul, and suddenly it is lost and he cannot elevate it.

In the words of the Talmud:

“Torah is concerned for a Jew’s property” - because, as the Baal
Shem Tov explains, he must elevate the Divine sparks within it.

Nevertheless, loss of money or property cannot compare to the
loss of time.

Time cannot be returned - man is given a certain number of days,
not one less, not one more.

Yet when an auspicious day, like the Alter Rebbe’s Yahrzeit,
comes around, on the directive of the Torah of Truth, the Torah of
Life, we must devote time for earnest reflection that it is the
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finds it unnecessary to specify that it means Egypt - which the
verses also refer to as “the nakedness of the land”.

THE LOFTIEST ELEVATES THE LOWEST

But specifically in the lowest place “God’s decrees have an
effect”. A decree cannot be questioned. A king does not explain his
positions so that his people can question, probe, or deliberate upon
his actions... A king issues an absolute decree.

Rashi therefore begins with the words, “Although | dwell in
Heaven,” in order to emphasize the two extremes: Heaven has
many levels, and in Scripture all these levels are referred to
generically as ‘Heaven.’ In this instance, however, ‘Heaven’ refers to
the loftiest level possible, just like the two extremes expressed in
the first verse of the Torah: “In the beginning, God created Heaven
and earth”. Rashi’s point here is as the Alter Rebbe explains in many
places: Who is able to elevate the lowest of the low? Only the
highest of the high.

THE ALTER REBBE'S WORK - ELEVATING SOULS

Now, when it comes to the Alter Rebbe his main lifework was first
and foremost “the souls he brought closer to God”. Certainly he
authored Torah writings - the Tanya, his Code of Jewish Law and
his Chassidic discourses, but there’s a greater quality here:

“The Righteous emulate their Creator”.

Before his demise, the Rebbe Rashab famously stated: “I am
going to Heaven, but my writings | leave with you.” As discussed
many times, the meaning of this statement is that within his
writings, the Rebbe Rashab inscribed his very essence.

The same is said about God and His “writings” - the Torah.

The Talmud explains in Tractate Shabbos that in the first of the
Ten Commandments - “I| am the Lord your God...” - the word “I -
Anochi” forms an acronym:

“l inscribed My soul and gave it over”.

The inner meaning of this is that God invested His very essence
into the words of His Torah. So too, the Righteous invest their
essence into their Torah teachings.
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AFFECTING “THE MIDST OF THE LAND’

This Farbrengen is connected with, and is part of, the
commemoration of the Alter Rebbe’s passing.

The Alter Rebbe himself writes in Igeres Hakodesh, that at the
time of a person’s passing, especially a righteous Jew and certainly
a Jewish leader: “All his effort, in which he toiled during his lifetime,
ascends to its source, and then pours downward, and effects
salvations in the midst of the land”.

The term “in the midst of the land” is explained in this week’s
Torah portion, in Rashi’s commentary on the literal meaning of the
verses. Rashi explains the words of the verse “In the midst of the
land” in this week’s Torah portion, Vaera: “God says, ‘Although |
dwell in Heaven, My decrees affect the earth below.”

Now, Rashi quotes the words “In the midst of the land,” and he
expounds them at length. He could have just said short and simple:
“In the midst of the land’ - My decrees affect the earth.” But Rashi
emphasizes - as the literal commentator - that God’s ability to
affect “the midst of the land” is precisely because He “dwells in
Heaven”. God’s influence upon “the midst of the land” - that is, His
dwelling place in this lower world - does not only refer to the
“lower” physical world versus Heaven, but even in this world itself
there is a “lower” level - in this case, the verse is referring to Egypt.
There was no place on earth as immoral as Egypt. From the simple
context, it is obvious what “the midst of the land” refers to, so Rashi
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